
Minutes of the WBPC AGM December 3rd 2021 7pm 

Present:- Martin Hudson(Acting Chair), Gerald Francis(Treasurer), George 

Tait(Committee)  

Bob Houghton, Chris Houghton, Diane Hudson, Gerta Johnson, Ken Johnson, 

Phil Lear, Leah Lewis, Vincent Lewis, John Moxham, Pat O’Hara, Sheila Spratley, 

Bob Stephenson, Pam Stockton, Danny Webb 

Apologies for absence:- Phil Brunt, Graham Cull(Committee), Marion Francis, 

David Goodes, Mandy Odell, Paul Symonds, Lynn Tait, Margaret Williams, 

Roger Williams, Jenifer Wood, Julian Wood 

 

Opening remarks The chairman introduce himself and welcomed everyone to 

the first AGM of the Wilton Bridge Petanque Club. He acknowledged the other 

two members of the current committee who were present, Gerald and George, 

and Graham who was absent on medical grounds, together with David Knott 

who had been out of action for over a year through ill health. There was a 

round of applause for the Committee. 

Chairman’s report 

Martin gave a resume of the past nearly two years. It was he who suggested to 

Roger Williams moving to the old tennis courts at the Sports Centre when he 

learnt of the wish to set up a petanque club separate from the Ross Bowling 

Club. Martin has an involvement with the Football club at the Centre. 

After a disagreement with other new committee members, Roger stood down 

and Martin was suggested as an acting Chair. There was a round of applause in 

recognition of Roger’s initiative, fundraising and enthusiasm in the early days 

of the club. 

Last year’s record flood covered the courts with mud which members cleared. 

Then sleepers were bought and money was spent on material for the pistes.  

The club leases the courts from the Sports Centre and expected to have access 

to the indoor WCs but the Sports Centre took 18 months to reopen so access 

has been delayed. £170 000 was spent on redevelopment.  

In February this year another flood meant that the sleepers were shifted across 

the court. Covid brought in restrictions on development, but the sleepers were 



repositioned and grit was barrelled into place – particularly by George, Graham 

and Gerald. 

The club needed liability insurance and the cheapest method found was 

through Petanque England which also advises the Government about covid  

guidance for petanque. 

In April the courts were opened for trial sessions and then in June there was a 

successful Open Day. A Hereford team was invited to a friendly match plus 

coaching.  

The Town Council has provided a grant for a fence and gate above flood level  

which has been signed off. Now that there is a name sign on the shelter 

passers-by will know what the site is for.  

The Centre has just given us one key to the inside area which includes the 

toilets.  This has been a difficult process because of the complex lock system. 

The Centre needs more funding as pointed out at a meeting which George and 

Martin attended recently. George  offered to organise fundraising  events. The 

first one was a Jazz evening. More social events are planned, probably 

monthly. 

Martin drew the meeting’s attention to a separately organized 60s/70s music 

evening which will take place on December 18th at the Centre. Tickets are 

available from the staff (who are there at the weekends) 

On Sunday 19th members have been invited by Hereford to attend a “melee” at 

the Seven Stars, Clehonger. Registration is at 9.30 and Xmas fancy dress is 

optional! 

George asked for a round of applause to thank Martin for all of his hard work 

 

Treasurer’s Report (see document circulated earlier) 

Gerald stated that there were 4 streams of income. 

Membership stands at 56. Sadly two members have died during the past year. 

Renewal at £25 pa will be on January 1 2022 for the year to December 31. He 

didn’t expect everyone to renew, particularly those who contributed as 

sponsors rather than players.  



Ross Town Council have been very supportive. Two grants of £750 have been 

successfully obtained in separate years. Next year is another opportunity.  

Donations and events are the other sources. Roger for six months and now 

George have put in a lot of effort in this respect, as well as George being the 

main “groundsman”. 

Expenditure has included the materials. Petanque England would have given us 

different advice. The equipment item is the shelter/chalet. This has been very 

useful.  

Articles in the Ross Gazette may bring in support. Insurance through Petanque 

England membership and rent to the sports Centre will be the main costs for 

next year. 

Questions included:- 

A cap on membership numbers which was argued against considering the 

number of additional sessions which could be utilized and the possible 

provision of new pistes. 

Fixtures with other clubs. Something that can be developed through Petanque 

England.  

Renting out to other groups. Provision of boules for this. 

Gerald left the meeting as he was feeling unwell. 

 

Draft Constitution (see document circulated earlier) 

Discussion included the age range. It was suggested that this could be altered 

to include under 18s if under supervision of adult members. 

There was a suggestion of posting the club guidelines in the shelter. 

 

Draft Club Guidelines (see document circulated earlier) 

These included earlier hours for winter. 

There was discussion on the way to handle covid restrictions and members’ 

compliance as well as the impact on insurance. 



Martin said that this would be discussed further at the first meeting of the new 

committee.  

 

Draft Outline Plans (see document circulated earlier) 

Two levels of resources, costs and consequent options were itemized.  

George plans to restrict audiences to 50 at future indoor events aiming at a 

margin of £300 profit to share with the Sports Centre, if tickets are £10pp. 

There are ideas for a varied programme. Other suggestions, like a BBQ and quiz 

are welcomed. The Sports Centre can also benefit from these. The annual rent 

to them would therefore be enhanced. CIC status and the County council’s 

overall ownership was explained. £38 000 funding is still outstanding to the 

Sports Centre from Section 106 monies. 

Other items covered were: the current approved state of the pistes and the 

best method to maintain them;  the way forward for a future fencing project; 

help with a club website and raising awareness, maybe using fliers.   

Election of Committee Members 

Six completed submissions had been received to fill six vacancies, so these 

were appointed unopposed as follows: 

Chairman    Martin Hudson 

Secretary     Chris Houghton 

Treasurer     Pam Stockton 

Member       Ken Johnson 

Member       Phil Lear 

Member       George Tait 

 

The meeting closed at 8.20 pm 

 

 

 


